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My. John Deſpagne's Advertiſement to the 
Reader, ſhewing the reaſon Why bee abridged 
his Sermon, and puts it not forth as large in 
Print, 4s he delivered it to his Audience, 


Sect not downe 
here all I ſaid 
on the follow- 
ing Text, but 
onely a ſhorc 
Sum of the chiet 
heads, and rather the Applica- 
tion in very deed, then the Ex- 
plication of it : For I hold it 
more profitable to read Sermons 
ſhortened, and brought into a 
{mall compaſſe , then long- 
A 2 wind- 
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winded, and tedious Diſcour- h 
ſes ; in which a man oftentimes 

muſt ſpend much time, and 
eumble over a whole mountain $ 
of Sand, before hee can there 

finde one grain of Gold. 
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The Tzxr, 2 Sam.s. 1,2,3. 


Then came all the Tribes of Iſrael ts David 
wnto Hebron , aud ſpake, ſaying, Be- 
hold, we are thy bone, and thy fleſh. Al- 
ſo in time gel, when Saul was King 0- 

tho wa 


ver us, tho waſt be that leddeft ont, and 
 browghteſt in Iſrael : and the Lord ſaid 
48 thee, Thou ſhalt feed my people Tirael, 
and thou fhalt be a Captain over Iirael. 
So all the Elders of Iſrael came to the 
King to Hebron, and King David 
4 league with them in Hebron be- 

fore the Lord. 


$©Q> Ere's an Agreement ſworn 
229) [y between David and the 
= [ States of his Realm, af- 
Warr la ter a Civil War of ſeven 
& yecrs continuance ; Ours 

is 
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is now come to its ſeventh yeer ; God 
grant it may be the laſt : and that ha- 
ving ſo long a time implored the God 
of .Barrels, wee may art length give 
thanks unto the God of Peace. Let 
not any make here finiſter_ interpreta- 
tions : The Hiſtory that I have cho- 
ſen to be the ſubjeR of this Diſcouſe 
is not dire@ly in and throughout ap- 
plicable unto the preſent ſtare of our 
condition. Bur what though our War 

both in its cauſes and ſucceſſe harh - 
been far different from that which fell 
between David and Iſrael, yer is there 
great conformity in other martrers , 

which I forbear to ſpeak of, 

So then, the Tribes of 7/rael ſent 
coward David, and treat with him a- 
bout the conditions on which he ſhall 
reign over them. Not to enter into 
the particularities of this Text, ler 1.s 
ſpeak onely of the demands, promiſes 
and agreements that paft on the one 

fide and the other : and this will afford 
us two Points, on the which art this 
time I will onely inſiſt. 1. David's 
duty, 


OY 


(7) 
duty, and in generall chat of all Kings. 
2. The People's dury roward their 
Kings, and roward themſelves. 


of the firit. 

What Conditions were then impo- 
ſed upon David ? Queſtionleſle, thoſe 
chat had expreſt in bis Law Dem. 
17. Thereare five Articles whereun- 
ro the Law bound the Kings of 1ſraet. 
1, That uw Span leavie no great 
Cavalry : the reaſon of that was to 
hinder them from holding correſpon- 
dence with Egypt their Neighbour z or 
elſe that they might have no minde to 
make war there, for revenge of the 
wrong their fore-farhers had received 
from the Egyptians. 2. That they 
ſhould not have pluraliry of Wives : 
The end of that was to prevent ſeduce- 
ments, and other miſchiefs rhat'Po- 
lygamy hath ofren produced. 3. To 
make no extraordinary hoarding up 
of Gold and Silver : r & was to the 
end they ſhould nor put their confi. 
dence in their treaſures. 4, To have 
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atranſcript of the Law ever by then, 
and daily ro ſtudy it : This was that 
they might learn ro govern according 
ro the conrents of it. 5, Notrtoc 
themſelves over-high rowards their 
Subjeas ; bur ro remember that they 
were their Brethren. 

But did David obſerve all this 
Hee commirred five notorious fautrs 
afrer . his eſtabliſhment over- all the 
Tribes. 1. Although he had Wives 
enow before, yer then he recruited the 


number , which was accordingly leſ- 


ſcned by reaſon of the igious in- 
ceſt wr own Son pr phage en- 
forced Dewid to forbear the company 
often of his Concubines. 2. He gave 
way that the Ark of God, which hee 
caufed tro be conducted roward Sion, 
ſhould be purtimo a Cart, and drawn 
by Oxen ; which was an exceedin 
great overfighr : For the Law orde 
that the Prieſts or Levites ſhould carry 
the Ark on their ſhoulders. 3, Hee 
contrived that horrible at againſt 
poot Uriab: which was rather an accu- 
mulation 


- 
—_— > on i= cm © aa iam am. mn a © icc- £: © A .ococm, _.” 


es. 4A OA A + A 


mulation, and knor of many crimes ro- 
gether. 4. He plundered and ipoiled 
the innocent Mephibeſheth ( Son of his 


- deer friend Jonathan) without ever 


hearing the matter : and even after- 
ward, although he had acknowledged 
the injuſtice of that raſh ſentence his 


-own creduliry had drawn our of his 


mouth, yer he revoked ir bur in part. 
5. Andlaſtly, Without any other mo- 
tives, {ave thoſe of his own pride, hee 


» Cauſed the people ro be urmbered, and 
| drew upon his Kingdom a Pl:1gue that 


in three dayes ſwept away threeſcore 
and ten thouſand men. - Whezje ſhall 
wee finde the Throne that is cleer of 
rainr or ſpor £ Where ſhall wee finde 
(in what kince of Government foever 
it be) men wholly vlameleſlc, ſeci 

that he of whom God himſelf hd 
made the choice, and with his own 
hand placed in the chair of State, was 
{ſo _—_— and extravagant £ This 
notwithſtanding, the milcarriages of 
the perſon were not of force4or rhe a- 


boliſhing. of his Office and Authori- 
B tie 
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tic eſtabliſhed by God himſelfe. 

'Tis a great marvel, if the head, yea 
of the ſtrongeſt brain, runs not round, 
that's promored to ſo high a place, Of 
all the Kings thar governed the ancient 
people of God, there are but three rec- 
koned that have nor been faulty either 
in Idolatry, or ſome acceſſory of this 
crime : For, to ſ1y nothing of them 
that reigned over the ten Tribes, who 
wereall ſoil'd with ſuch abominations, 


thoſe that ruled over the Kingdom of ' 


Fudabro the number of 22 Kings(from 
Sawlto Zedekiah) dipt and died them- 
ſelves in the like horrible Superſtitions: 
David , EXekias and Foſiah onely ex- 
ceptedz; they would fain pur Foſaphat 
intothe number (making four) had ir 
not been for the unfortunate League 
that he made with the idolatrous houſe 
, of Ahab: Buttheſe very three (the beſt 
of che pack) have they not coſt their 

| peopledear? David(as I havealready 
11d) was the occaſion of that wonder- 
ful mortality in 1{rael; Ezekies,through 
his pride and unthanktulnefle, was = 
caule 
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cauſe thar after his deceaſe all the rrea- 
ſure of the Kingdom, and all the arms 
of his Magazine were carried away in- 
to Babylon, And Foſias, by a War un- 
dertaken without juſt grounds, cauſed 
the ſhedding of his peoples bloud, and 
made them tributary to the King of F- 

: a fair warning for all Monarchs 

to take heed to their ations. 
Hee that was the moſt wiſe, and the 
moſt fool among all the Kings, cels us 


* in his wiſdom, Prov.25-3. that there 


are three things not to be ſounded, viz. 
the height of heaven, the depth of the 
earth, and the breadth of the hearr of 
Kings : His meaning is, that their 
knowledge,and the trouble requiſite ro 
the atraining of ir, ought to be (as it 
were) infinite, it being impoſſible to 
diſcry any bounds or meaſure of it : 
Though their mindes remain between 
heaven and earth, yet ſhould they en- 
deavour to be elevared as ſublime as 
the one,and likewiſe as profound as the 
other , yea, to lock within their di- 
menſions all this vaſt fabrick of the U- 
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niverſe\._ as they defire to reſemble 
God in power and greatneſs,ought they 
nor to be like him in wiſdom and un- 
derſtanding 2 

I ſpcak chis not onely in regard of 
Princes, but a!ſo in reſpe& of the Su- 
perioriries and Powers which are ad- 
zjoyned unto them in the adminiſtration 
and managing of the Common- wea!'th; 
and who are or ſeem to be their colla- 
terals,and 70 ſhare ſome part in the So- 
veraignty : now if it ſo happen thart ' 
theſe two Authorities juſtle one with 
another, and that there be conteſtartion 
TIE the example of God 
himſelf obligeth both partiesto ſurpaſs 
one another rather in wiſdome then 
ſtrength. See how this mighty God 
deals with them thar oppoſe him , he 
puts chem to rhe worſt rather by his 
wiſdom then his ſtrength. Should he 
ever uſe his might, would he not ruine 
them in a moment £ bur he takes more 
delight ro overcome them by his wil- 
dom. And by reaſon that this power of 
his cannot be diſcerned by a — 
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le of ſucceſſiveevents whichrequire time, | 
Yy he forbears to imploy all his puiſſance 
'- againſthis adverſaries. To be brief, 

hee had rather be acknowledged wiſer 
f then they, then to ſhew himſelf ftrong- 
|- erthenrhey. 
- Amidſt this ſtudy of wiſdome, let 
n Kings alſo.be mindtul of the ſhoreneſſe 
of their dayes. Amongſt all choſe that 
- reign'doverthe people of God, there 
- wasnonebut Davidtharlived 70 yeers: 
none of the reſt reach'd that age. O ye 
Kings, [ verily have ſaid, ye are gods, yee 
ave the children of the Higheſt ; Neverthe- 
leſſe, ye ſhall die like men, and fall as ſoon 
as any other. 


2, The peoples duty towards their 
Kings, and themſelves. 

Now ler us ſpeak of the people : and 

: here IputaQueſtion:- Wherefore our 
* Lord commanding (M.22.21)to ren- 
derro God 2nd Ceſar what to them be- 
longs, mentions inthe fiſt place the 
dues toward Ceſar, before the duties ap- 
pertaining to God 4 Wee know _ 
well, 
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well, that Gods 014), is to have the 
precedency before any whatloever of 
Kings : ſome diſtinion notwithſtand- 
ing muſt be made herein, 

I. Through all the inward and (e- 
cret inclinations of the ſoul,our affeRi- 
ons ought to be for God rather then a- 
ny creature wharſoever : in this reſpeR 
we muſt fear God before wee honour 
che King, 1 Pet.2.17. Yet arethere ma- 
ny externall a&ts, which though they 
may have a reference to the ſervice of 
God, oughr ſometime onely to follow 
after choſe that we owe ro man : So he 
that will offer ſacrifice, and is at ods 
with his brother,muſt let alone his ob. 
lation,and agree firſt with him. 

2. Thechiefeſt graces give the leſſer 
leave to work firſt in matters of this 
nature; and commonly all graces begin 
from the inferiour funions. To give 
almes is a more excellent work then to 

-pay a debr, nevertheleſſe upon juſt de- 
mand, the payment of the debr oughe 
ro precede the giving of alms, and bor 


ſtice goes beforeCharity,although _ 
a 
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laſt be the greater grace. In Charity 
it ſelf, ro love our enemy isa far greater 
ifr, then to love our friend : neverrhe- 
[efle, in a like ſtraighe and exigency of 
them both, benevolence toward a 
friend ought to take place. 

3- Under colour of Gods right ma- 
ny Jews made ſcruple to pay tribute to 
Ceſar : Bur our Lord approving of 
both the duties, mentioned thar firſt 
whereof they made doubt, and propo- 
ſed che queſtion to him. 

This Soveraign Lord God hath fur- 
ther manifeſted, even by his own ex- 
ample, what, eſteem we ought to have 
of Royalty /Many times hee hath fo 
far favoured ſome certain perſons,as to 
offer them their choice of divers things 
that concerned them , but ever gave 
he this priviledge ſave ro Kings, We 
finde four of them that had this prero- 
gative; David,to whom it was permit- 
red ro chuſe one of the three judgments 
that were propounded to him. Solomon, 
who amidſt ſo many blefſings thar a 
Monarch could defire, had permiffion 


ro 
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ro chuſe, an1 promiie ro obtain what 
he ſhould ask. Ah, who had order 
roask whar miracle he pleaſed, either 
in heaven or earth. Ezekiah,to whom 
was offered the el«ion of two great 
wonders 3 v7. that the ſhadow ofthe 
Diall ſhould le-p forward, or return 
backward ten degrees in equal diſtance. 
'Tis a ſpeciall favour when God pre- 
ſenrs the choicero men : Bur this hee 
never did yet except to Kings onely. 
And by this ſingular priviledge he hath 
declared the account that men ſhould 
make of their juſt deſires. 

Let's here rouch another remarkable 
Point : When God was minded to 0- 
verthrow the Jewiſh Stare, the firſt a& 
of his juſtice was ro remove their 
Kings, We know that this people had 
alſo both Prophers and Prieſts : bur 
God rook not from them theſe lights 
all ar once. He begins with che Regal 
power, which was wholly extin& and 
ſuppreſt in Z:dckias, that was their laſt 
King ; they had ſtill Prophets, yea,af- 
ter their return from Captivity ; bur 
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ſoon after WL; away their Pro- 
te likewiſe , and nothing was left 
'  thembur acorrupe Prieſthood, thatin 
| irs cime wasalſo aboliſhed. Sorhar 
* itisevident, theruine of their State a- 
* roſefrom the ſubverſion of the Sear 

 Royall * 
I have one queſtion more : When 
” 4sirtharta Kingdom is in moſt danger ? 
* whenthe King is good and the people 
* bad? or when both, vi7, King and 
- people are alike wicked One would 
judge (ar firft fight) that there is more 
likelihood , and more reaſon of ruine 
© whenbothareevill, cheri when one of 
the rwo is good : The contrary, not- 
withſtanding, falls ouc ſometimes, and 
4 Weare able ro bring inſtance of it. A 
man may very well report here what is 
obſerved of Hoſeah the laſt King of the | 
1 ren Tribes, (2 King-17.2, #6.) vi5. that 
J the Tex: ſaith of him, that hee ſinned 
q 2 ſo much as the Kings his Predeceſſors 
I had done : and yet in the dayes ofthis 
- Prince (the leffe blameable of all thoſe 
, that had ſwayed the Scepter before 
- him) 
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him ) the people were carried away 
priſoners into Aſſyria, whence they ne- 
ver more returned, and the Kingdome 
was laid in the duſt, that had ſtood ' 
and endured fo long under the Domi- 
nion of ſo many wicked Kings : Why 
did not this finall deſolation befall it 
under Feroboam, authour of the idola- 
trous golden Calves 2 Or under the 
dereſtable and bloudy Ahab, that 
brought in Baaliſme, and maſſacred 
the Prophers « The Hebrews render 
ſome reaſon for it. When the King 
is evill (ſay they) the peop'c have ſome 
pretence to be ſo too: Forthe great- 
neſſe of ſuch an example, the naughty 
influences of a depraved Court, the 
incirements it yeeldeth ro do evill, the 
diſgraces and diſcountenances that it 
purs upon good men, bring the world | 
to chart paiſe, that it is a faulr tro be! 
without faulr, But when the King is 
pood, the wickedneſle of the people) 

ath no excuſe : bur on the contrary, 
they are ſo much the more condemn» 
able, and liable ro greater puniſhment. 
| Bur 
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Bur oh, how happy is that Kingdom, 
where the King and his People are v- 
nited in goodneflſe ! Oh how precious 
and odoriferous is that oyl which de- 
ſcends from the head tothe teer | 

For the remainder, I wi!l not here 
handle again.the Queſtion wee treated 
of nor long ſince, concerning ewo par- 
ties that make war one upon another . 
viz. if it be alwayes true, that one is 
alwayes in the right, the other in the 
wrong : it often happens, that borh 
are inthe wrong in divers reſpeas. In 
the War berween Abimelech and the 
Sechemites, both ſides were faulty, 
and God deſtroyed the one by the 0- 
ther, Fadg.9. often alſo hee thar is in 
the wrong, thinks hee hath good title. 
In this War of David upon the Tribes, 
if God had not decided the ſtrife, 
would not any man living have ſaid, 
char the right had been on the peoples 
ſide * David for title of his Royalty, 
alledged that he wis annoynted by the 
hand of Samuel. The Tribes that were 
willing to continue the Crown in the 

C'9 houſe 
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houſe of Sasl, (22, Sawl's union, 
his inſtalling in the Royal Throne per- 
formed by the hand of the ſame Pro+ 
pher, nor onely in private, as was the 
union of David,bur in the preſence of 
all che States of the Kingdom, after he 
had been choſen of God, and by him 
recommended to the people. Befides, 
might they not have ſtood upon the 
many yeers of Sau/'s Reign, and his Fa- 
mily in poſſefſion of the Garland ? 
Doth nor all this, I ſay, ſeem ro con- 
demn David's claim, and juſtifie the 
arms of the adverſe party * 

But roconclude, Pur caſe the right be 
all on one fide, ſhall che {word devour 
continually « O doleful ſword ! How 
long ſhall ir hold £ do wee not know 
char the fruits of War are birter,even to 
the Conquerours themſelves 2 Shall 
we never be glutred with eating bread 
kneaded in tears, and rempered with 
humane blood £ For the Countries are |, 
all bedew'd with blood, and all our 
channels run over with ir, as wel as did 
ſomerime thoſe of Feyptz our Oppans 
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full ofir, and our drink is ine bue 
horrour : all the veins of the of 
this Stare are open ; from the ſoale of 
- the foor unto therop of the crown, 
there is nothing but black and blue, 
' bruiſes and bloud-ſhotz ſhe is ſtretch< 
ed our at length upon the aſhes that 
our combuſtions and firings have left , 
her hearr is quaſh'd, hardly panting 
between life and death : with a dy- 

ing eye ſhee looks about, if there 
any will have pity upon her wounds. 
O King, and yee Ancients of Iſrael, 
how many ſouls this day conjure you 
with tears of bloud ( which would 
move the very rocks themſelves) and 
that by the holy bowels of Chriſt, 
that you would put ſomeend to theſe 
calamities ! Ler then the Heads of 
Iſrael go tell their King, Behold, wee 
are thy fleſh, and thy bones ; Thou 
and wee together, let's ſtanch this 
bloud, quench this fire, and remove 
thele pirifull. ruines : let's reſtore ro 
the Church irs luſtre, to the Lawes 
their vigour ; to the Comman-weal 
an 
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an happy peace. Ler both fides en- 
deavour to our-goe one another in 
benignitie, ſinceritic and pietie, Ler 
all ambirious aimes, private intereſts, 
Gniſter reſpets, cunning wiles, and - 
fraudulent defignes be far apart from 
this Meeting. When they ſhall crear 
thus on borh fides, will it be marter 
of difficulty (think you) ro inde means 
of agreement * The higheſt moun- 
eains will ſtoop, and become plains 
before you $g the loweſt valleys ſhall 
be filled, and this great gulf which 
ſev. rs both fides, ſhall be levelled, 
that both may come together into 
one. 


Now ler us call upon the God of 
heaven, that hee would be pleated ro 
come and take his place berwixt the 
King and the Ancients of 1ſrael, as 
Judge of their Treatie, Moderarour 
and Decider of their differences. If 
wee be nor enemies to our ſelves, if 
wee have not ſworn our own utter ru- 
ine , if wee do not take pleaſure in 

periſh- 
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periſhing, Mercie yer and Truth ſhall 
meet one another, Righreouſneſſe and 
Peace ſhall mutually kifſe z Truth 
ſhall bud forth our of che earth, and 
- —_— ſhall look down from 

ven. 


